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Lough Ree at its best for the "festival atmosphere" SB20 Nationals at Lough Ree
YC

Ted is Tops in SB20 Nats "Festival" on Lough Ree
21st September 2021
Afloat.ie Team

2 Views

On sea and lake alike, the wonderful weekend's summery weather may sometimes have produced
frustrating wind conditions. But at most centres and through multiple events, the breeze obliged at
various stages to bring superb sailing and a glimpse of what life used to be like as a matter of course.
It was enough to encourage a genuine festival atmosphere, no more so than at the three-day
Provident CRM/Dubarry SB20 Nationals in Lough Ree with the notably hospitable Lough Ree YC. It
has inspired this lyrical account of a great regatta by Eoin Leahy, Ted Laverty and Class President
John Malone, while the photos are by Edel Kellegher and Joanne Leavy. More photos of this successful
and colourful event will appear in Sailing on Saturday with W M Nixon on Afloat.ie on Saturday 25th
September :

Long after the boats have been finally stowed for the winter off-season, this edition of the SB20 National
Championships is certain to keep the fleets' fires burning for what promises to be an even more exciting
season ahead with Ireland hosting the SB20 World Championships in 2022. While the winds were
variable throughout the weekend with plenty of breeze on the Sunday, both the hospitality shown by
Lough Ree Yacht Club (LRYC) and the performance of the championship winners (Michael O'Connor,
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Davy Taylor and Ed Cooke on 'Ted') was anything but. Nineteen entries made up the fleet from Dublin,
Cork, Lough Ree, Lough Derg and Carlingford.

Perhaps it was a result of the pent-up anticipation post-lockdown, or something else, but from the off
this event had an almost festival-like feel to it. Complete with mobile coffee trucks, a post sailing BBQ
and a superb Gala dinner with sumptuous local produce and local music performances – it's hard to
remember such an enjoyable and relaxed event off the water, even with the physical distancing
restrictions in place. Ably planned and executed by the LRYC community, special mention goes to Kevin
Fenton, John McGonigle and John Malone (SB20 Class President) for ensuring all competitors were so
well catered for at all times.

Whether the wind was light or fresh, the racing was close and often colourful

Friday's racing kicked off in a tricky 8 to 10 knots of breeze, putting a premium on keeping on top of
shifts and positioning in the fleet. International race officer Con Murphy and team put on a masterclass
which demonstrated the style with which they'd cope with varying circumstances to give us nine races
over thee days, providing excellent courses and directing the team of mark layers to get the most from
the conditions. After Day 1, Michael O'Connor and the crew 'Ted' finished with two first places and a 4th,
to put them two points ahead of Philip Doran & Crew on 'LoFly' (Dorans Family) and Colin Galavan &
Crew on 'Carpe Diem'. Mel Collins & Crew on 'Gold Digger' threatened the lead briefly with a bullet in
race 2, but in reality, reigning Irish Sailing All Ireland Senior Sailing Champion Michael O'Connor sailed
a near flawless opening day with his team to lay down a marker to the rest of the fleet.

Saturday morning sunshine greeted the competitors at LRYC. Day 2 saw even more trying lake
conditions, with massive shifts and holes appearing all over the course in light breezes. In a fleet as
competitive as the SB20's, one mistake was hard to recover from - with many crews going from 'hero to
zero' in the space of just one leg. The results continued as they finished from the previous day, with the
crew of 'Ted' posting an early win to extend its lead. Strong sailing from 'Carpe Diem' and 'Lofly' kept
them on the podium, but they were being closely stalked by Ger Dempsey & Crew aboard
'Venuesworld.com' who posted a 2-7-1 to get themselves into contention and the crew of 'Gold Digger'
one place back.
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Any bite to the breeze was a reminder that Lough Ree is an inland sea

LRYC hosted a class dinner on Saturday night with some great footage of the days racing playing on the
big screen in the dining room followed by new crews to the fleet getting to know the season campaigners
in the bar. 

After being suitably refreshed at the superb Gala dinner on Saturday night, the crews emerged to more
promising conditions on Day 3 with fresher winds and the promise of more stability. It proved to deliver
some of the most exciting racing, even providing a taste of planing conditions for the first time in the
event.

Ted started the day with a bullet followed by an uncharacteristic 8th but a 2nd in the last race sealed the
deal for them. However, the chasing pack were sailing consistently from behind and the competition for
the remaining podium places was intense. The crew of 'Carpe Diem' posted hard earned results of 4-7-4
on the day but were ultimately pipped for second place overall by 'Venueswold.com' who bloomed late in
the event to post a 2-10-1 to lead 'Carpe Diem' by a single point and push them into 3rd place. 'Lofly'
finished in 4th place, with Gold Digger in 5th. Local boat 'Strictly Business' with Eoin Leahy, Donnie
Heragahty and Alex Leech won the Silver Fleet in 9th position overall.
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SB20 Prizes galore – and several with a local flavour

With a strong and growing SB20 fleet in place in LRYC, tired travellers departed reluctantly from their
warm glow on Sunday afternoon having experienced a truly special event. All the organisers can be
proud of their achievements – and even slightly afraid that they might be invited to repeat it all over
again for many years to come!

As the dust settles after a great three days of racing on Lough Ree, the fleet is preparing for the season-
closing event in Lough Derg YC next month. The class is in good health heading into 2022 and the SB20
worlds in Dublin Bay.

Results are here
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Afloat.ie is Ireland's dedicated marine journalism team.

Have you got a story for our reporters? Email us here.

Read more articles by Afloat.ie Team >

We've got a favour to ask

More people are reading Afloat.ie than ever thanks to the power of the internet but we're in stormy
seas because advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. Unlike many news sites, we
haven’t put up a paywall because we want to keep our marine journalism open.

Afloat.ie is Ireland's only full–time marine journalism team and it takes time, money and hard work
to produce our content.

So you can see why we need to ask for your help.

If everyone chipped in, we can enhance our coverage and our future would be more secure. You can
help us through a small donation. Thank you.




You might also want to read...

Irish Race Officers Hosting Four World Sailing Championships In 2022 Deserve Special Praise
W M Nixon
Irish Sailor Jerry Dowling Steps Down as World SB20 Class President
SB20
Portugal Takes SB20 World Title at Dun Laoghaire, Royal St. George's 'Ted' Crew Finish Fourth
SB20
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SB20 (formerly Laser SB3) information
Read More

Get Our Daily Digest

The Afloat daily newsletter highlights the best of our editors' picks, as well as the latest content from
other popular sections of our website.

View Previous Editions Here

We will only ever use your details to send you our enews and never pass them onto third parties.

Popular Sailing Stories

Promising Winds Forecast for Race Six of DBSC Turkey Shoot at Dun Laoghaire Harbour (Handicaps
and Starts Below)
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Dublin Bay's Guilfoyle Fourth on Aleph as Nika Team on Top at 44Cup Oman

IRC Two-Handed European Championship to be Decided By Two Races
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Quantum Sails Ireland Provides Update on IRC Rule Changes for 2023
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Visit Key Yachting at BOOT Düsseldorf to See J Boat, Grand Soleil & Tofinou Ranges
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